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Indian Drone Startup survives the delayed drone regulations to fly at the Indian 

Premier League 2018.  

 

First instance of drones being used for an entire IPL season’s live broadcasting.  

 
 

How drones made it to the IPL 2018  

 

A stunning view of the Mumbai skyline from Marine Drive captured by a Quidich drone during the IPL 2018 
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“Our Superstar – The Drone Cam” exclaimed New Zealand’s former  cricketer  Danny Morrison when the broadcast team 

cut to the drone camera during the RCB vs MI game in Bengaluru.  

In Mumbai Harsha Bhogle conveyed his appreciation on the role of drone technology in live sport as Quidich drones 

captured the scenic Marine Drive from the skies during one of the IPL games.  

Mumbai based Drone Company Quidich Innovation Labs, after four years of constant demonstrations, innovations and 

uncertain regulations was finally awarded the contract by the BCCI in April this year to deliver compelling live drone shots 

at the coveted Indian Premier League in 2018. 

At this point, Team Quidich has covered 30 matches at the IPL. Close to 400 drone cuts have been made by the broadcast 

team till date with over 45 minutes of airtime through the tournament. Drones have drawn the attention of cricketing 

stalwarts such as Sunil Gavaskar, Pommie Mbangwa and of course all the IPL teams playing on the field. 

As a company that has worked for over 5 years in aerial cinematography, Quidich has worked on numerous sporting 

events in the past such as powerboat racing, golf, tennis and marathons as the official drone partner. Drones add a whole 

new perspective for the viewer, giving the audience a sense of the stadium experience and how it is located in the context 

of the city. The shots contribute enormously to the production values and the scale of the entire event. This is the first 

instance of drones being used for an entire IPL season’s live broadcasting.  

The journey to get the drones up in the air at the IPL has been a challenging one. Quidich has been working on this 

technology for the past 4 years to introduce drones into live sport, but the regulations in the country have restricted the 

growth and potential of making it possible. Constant attempts were made over the last few years, but for every no 

objection certificate received from the regulators, there was a pre-condition of getting clearance from a few other 

ministries. Going from one Ministry to another and finally trying to get permissions from the local police, the drones wings 

were clipped and never got a chance to cover a season.  

This year the team at Quidich took a resolve to battle through the bureaucratic process and despite all the hurdles take 

the drones live at the ViVO IPL 2018. Months before the tournament was to start, an application was made to the Director 

General Civil Aviation (DGCA), who asked us to get clearance first from the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). After a few 

weeks of chasing and praying, Quidich received a No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the MHA. On this basis, one day 

before the IPL was to begin, the DGCA gave a clearance, with the condition of getting clearance from the Ministry of 

Defence and all local authorities. This was going to be an impossible task in the given timeline, but the team decided to 

put its best foot forward, miss a few matches and began the application process at the Ministry of Defence. This was no 

small task either, because the Ministry of Defence had to take further clearances from the Army Intelligence, Air Force 

Intelligence, Navy Intelligence and Intelligence Bureau. Apart from all of this, the company also had to get clearances 

from all local police authorities all the 10 cities, which was another challenge in itself.  

Four years into trying to get drones in the air, one thing that can be said for sure is that system is slowly changing for the 

good. Initially we at Quidich  thought it would be much easier to go to a foreign country with defined regulations, than 

trying to do this in India. But at the same time the support that was extended from individuals, organisations and Ministers 

themselves has proved that the ease of doing business is an achievable dream. In our desperation to try and get all 

clearances, Quidich contacted the Startup India/Invest India team who immediately deployed a team on the case and 

extended support with advice, suggestions and solutions. They were not just talking on the phone, but actually visited 

Ministries to talk to stakeholders to speed up the process. The company approached Minister of State Civ il Aviation, Mr. 



QUIDICH INNOVATION LABS- DRONES AT THE IPL 

Jayant Sinha and received unparalleled support from his office to make this project come alive. Mr. Lalit Gupta at the 

DGCA, despite the limited recourses they have for the drone industry, saw the effort and commitment that had gone in 

over the years and supported Quidich to complete this journey.  

Quidich teams have now been deployed across nine IPL venues and are complementing the existing ground and cable 

camera infrastructure. Aerial shots can be viewed in the midst of play, during strategic time outs and even replays among 

others. "Drones are becoming a part and parcel of live broadcast across the globe. Our aim is to use the technology as a 

tool to engage audiences and enhance their experience of watching the game. Some of our technology developments 

in Augmented Reality Graphics and Decision Making Systems will slowly be rolled out into the market to make the 

technology even more meaningful for the game.” said Rahat Kulshreshtha, Founder and CEO of Quidich.  

The adoption rate of drone technology is on the rise in India with several entities from the entertainment and industrial 

domains looking to engage UAVs to futurize their businesses. Regulation is the single biggest hurdle in expansion and 

growth of the industry as a whole. Quidich had almost lost hope with flying drones at the IPL, but the support from the 

BCCI, DGCA, Startup India and the Ministers themselves has revived a new sense of hope and a belief that there might be 

an ecosystem for drones possible in the future of this country.  
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Tweet by CM of Maharashtra Shri Devendra Fadnavis on drones being used at the IPL 
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Veiw from the drone at Holkar Stadium, Indore 
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Quidich COO Gaurav Mehta explains drones to IPL commentator Pommie Mbangwa 
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Team Quidich setting up bases at Delhi 
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Team Quidich being interviewed on Star Sports by Sunil Gavaskar 
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